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Redford High School near Detroit in
1955, but Dave Cole had different ideas.

He wanted to attend Michigan State
University to study agriculture, after
working on his grandparent’s dairy farm
in western Michigan since he was a tyke.

The younger Cole ultimately chose
the University of Michigan, where he
went on to earn four degrees capped by
a doctorate in mechanical engineering,
which he ended up teaching at U. of M.
for 26 years.

“I was not ready to go too far from
home,” he admits in a lengthy interview
with Ward’s.

Still youthful at 73, Dave Cole has
been based in the college town of Ann
Arbor for a half-century, but during that
time he’s managed to become one of
the world’s best-known and most-quoted
automotive gurus in the industry.

Through his work as an educator,
consultant, entrepreneur, researcher, and
organizer of non-profit organizations,
he has become a key media source on
all things automotive. “I always answer
every reporter who calls,” he says.

Dave Cole credits his extensive media
exposure to his grounding as an educa-
tor. With exclusive access to the indus-
try’s highest-ranking executives world-
wide, he gains insight and information
available to few others. And he’s a master
networker, rubbing elbows with every-
one from union leaders to politicians and
industry sources.

To that end, he makes up to 75 presen-
tations yearly, some for free, some for a
fee. He's also a consultant to a variety of
companies and organizations.

Dave Cole has gained prominence and

20/ WARD'S AUTOWORLD

ting Gears

Jrofit organization pushing the innovation curve.

I 88 eEtsetsessssssssssssssssssssssssssscssssssscssssnssnse

y 1970s,
involved
industry

¥Yilii @i Gariiuas

conference every August
in Traverse City, MI, now
known as the Management
Briefing Seminars.

Founded in 1965 by Don
Smith, then-director of
the University of Michigan
Institute for Science and
Technology, it initially
attracted an audience of
30 or so OEM and supplier
executives.

Dave Cole became part
of the conference in 1972,
and his name is synonymous
with the confab. Today it
attracts 1,000 or so attend-
ees, who show up to hear a
start-studded list of speakers
from across the globe.

MBS originally was spon-
sored by the U. of M. Office for the
Study of Automotive Transportation,
which he headed. It was succeeded by
another independent organization he was
instrumental in founding, the Center for
Automotive Research.

Dave Cole headed CAR until last year
when he became chairman emeritus. He
remains involved with the group, but has
turned his attention as well to numerous
new pursuits. “T'm not ready to retire,”
Dave Cole says. “Like my dad, I like to
have a lot of projects going.”

Although he shares some personality
traits with his father, such as mechanical
aptitude and a keen mind, Dave Cole is
considerably more laid back. They were
close when he was growing up, but as Ed
Cole climbed the ladder at GM, his long
hours ate into his home life.

Dave Cole’s name synonymous with
Management Briefing Seminars in Traverse City, MI.

A hands-on turbocharged engineer,
Ed Cole was the consummate “car guy”
and technical visionary.

He joined GM in the early 1930s when
he was a student at the General Motors
Institute in Flint, MI. By 1955, he was
soaring up GM'’s hierarchy, ultimately
rising to president in 1967 before retir-
ing in 1974.

Ed Cole developed an advanced V-8
1949, ran GM’s tank
plant in Cleveland and by 1952 became

for Cadillac in

Chevrolet’s chief engineer.

One of his landmark achievements
was the development of the renowned
small-block V-8 for the '55 Chevy. The
small-block’s basic architecture remains
the foundation for GM’s V-8s, while the
car he spearheaded into production is
an icon.
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